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{n iulie 2022, E-Romnja a aniversat [0 ani de la infiinfare. [O ani de munca pentru a ne
face vocile auzite, pentru a ne face vizibile experienfele gi povegtile, pentru a crea gi cregte
gpatiile noagtre. 1O ani de lupta pentru a avea acces la servicii gi drepturi in societate, in
comunitafile gi in familile noastre. 1O ani in care am muncit pe diferite planuri gi niveluri,
pe diferite domenii, atat in migearile gi coalifiile in care ne-am implicat gi continuam ¢4 ne
implicam, dar i in comunitafile rome in care lucram.

[ tofi acegti ani am abordat teme precurn: acceaul la infragtructurd, acceaul la servicii de
ganatate sexuala gi rﬂoroducﬂvé, violenfa de gen gi ragigm institutional, locuire decents,
evacudri forfate, acte de identitate, apa potabila, infrastructura.

La inceputul E-Romnja, existau nenumarate diseufii intre noi, atat in grupurile din jurul
organizafiei, cat §i in conversafiile cu femeile rome din comunitasi. Preocuparea de a gagi de
fiecare data cele mai bune colufii de a adresa problemele comunitafii, dar in acelagi timp, de
anu ne dictanta de la feminiemul nostru, era realé. Tn tofi acegti 1O ani de munca cu femeile
rome, am invatat o lectie esentiala, aceea c4 orice problema vazuta prin ochii unei femei
rome egte 0 problema feminista, dar care necesita un tip de abordare epecifica roma.

Sa vorbegti despre feminigmul rom acum [O ani parea un vig indepartat gi dificil, cumva
neadaptat la viata comunitafii cau la standardele societafii. Mai mult decat atat, daca nu
venea din }oar’rea unui grup mare, omogen, cu voci unite sau din partea comunitafii, din
revendicarile de la nivel local, un agemenea discurs nu-gi gasea utilitatea.

Vigam la o migcare la firul ierbii, care vine cu revendicari despre servici, acces gi
infragtructura, care pornegte de jos in ug, care in acelagi timp, se intersecteaza cu migeari
sociale gau cu dinamicile de putere dintre gagii gi romnii, dintre femei i barbafi.

{n anii de lueru continuu cu diferite comunitati gi grupuri de inifiativa, am dezvoltat metoda
SORA, o metoda de interventie feminista roma gi care congideram ca ragpunde unui
model de feminism aga cum i interpretam noi: provenit de la firul ierbii, exprimat de femei
rome, dublat de lupta antiragists, de claea, eexista ¢i homofoba gi care pana la urma, seteaza
agenda organizatiei noastre.

{n acegti 1O ani, am invatat ¢a accultam femeile rome, ¢4 lueram cu ele, ¢4 ne intergectam
cu alte grupuri i migeari civice care qusfin cauzele noatre.

Am avut alaturi colege rome gi nerome, femei din grupurile de inifiativa din comunitafi,
tovarage i tovaragi aliai, oameni care ne-au sugfinut in munca noagtra gi carora le mulfumim.

Aminvasat de la voi gi impreuna cu voi ¢4 vorbim despre experientele noagtre in mod colectiv,
<4 vorbim degpre traumele noastre gi ¢4 le adreeam aga cum le infelegem gi ne gimfim noi
cel mai confortabil. lar toate proiectele pe care le-am implementat in tofi acegti ani, reflecta
acegt lueru.

Avem inca un pareurs lung i greu, cu multe piedici. Nu uitam de rasismul ingtitufional, de
proiecte despre noi fara noi, de clagiemul care inca exieta i de prejudecatile legate de femeile
rome care nu ge imbraca intr-un mod corespunzator cau care nu vorbege aga cum oamenii
ce agteapt, de cexiemul gi exotizarea noastra ca femei rome, dar gi de homofobia gi ura fafa
de percoanele care au alta orientare au identitate de gen.

{n acelagi timp, gperam ca peste inc4 [O ani cauzele noagtre ¢3 fie mai vizibile pentru
decidenti, iar E-Romnja 8 creaged intr-o societate Si i comunitafi care <4 fie si degpre
noi, femeile rome.

La mulfi ani, E-Romnja! Te aven baxtale romnjal

Carmen Gheorghe,
Co-fondatoare gi pregedinta E-Romnja



In July 2022, E-Romnja celebrated 10 years since ite foundation. 1O years of work to
make our voices heard, to make our experiences and storieg visible, and to create and
develop our gpaces. 1O years of struggle to gain access to services and righte in our society,
communities, and families. O yearg in which we have worked on different plang and levels,
different domaing, both in the movemente and coalitiong we have been involved in and are till
involved, but aleo in the Roma communitieg we work.

n all these years, we have addressed topice such ag: access to infrastructure, access to
cexual and reproductive health services, gender-based violence and ingtitutional raciem,
decent houging, forced eviction, potable water, and infragtructure.

At the beginning of E-Romnja, we had countlese discussions, both within the groups
aurrounding the organization and with the Roma wormen from the communities. The concern
to alwaye find the best colutiong to addrese the community probleme without digtancing
ourgelveg from our feminigm at the same time wag real. [n all thege (O years of work with the
Roma women, we have learned an eggential lesgon - that any iseue seen through the eyes of
a Roma woman ig a feminict iseue, which needs a type of Roma-gpecific approach.
Speaking about Roma feminigm O years ago seemed a digtant and difficult dream, somewhat
not adapted to the community life or society’s standards. Moreover, had it not come from
a large, homogeneoug group with united voices or from the community, from the local level
claimg, euch a digcourge would not have found ite ugefulness.

We dreamed of a graseroote movement that would come with demandsg of gervices, accegs,
and infragtructure and that would start from the bottom up and intercect with cocial
movementg or the power dynamice between gadje and Roma people, between women and

men.

[n the years of continuous work with different communities
and initiative groups, we have developed the SORA.
method ~ a method of Roma feminigt intervention, which
we believe regponds to a model of feminiem according to
our inferpretation: derived from the gragsroots, expressed by
Roma women, doubled by the anti-raciet, clag, sexist, and
homophobic struggle, which, ultimately, sete the agenda of
our organization.

Ouring thege 1O years, we have learned to ligten to Roma
women, to work with them, and to intergect with other
groupe and civic movementg that qupport our cauges.

We had Roma and Non-Roma colleagues by our gide, women
from the local initiative groups, women and men allieg, people
who supported ug in our work and to whom we thank.

We have learned from you and with you to talk collectively
about our experienceg and traumag and to addrese them ag
we understand them and feel most comfortable. And all the
p}:ojecfg we have implemented during all these years reflect
thie.

We il have a long and challenging journey with many
obstacles ahead. We do not forget about the ingtitutional
raciem, the projecte about ue without ug, the classiem that
ofill existe and the biages related to the Roma women who do
not drese appropriately or talk ag people expect, the cexiem
and our exoticization a¢ Roma wormen, but aleo about the
homophobia and hatred towards people who have a different
orientation or gender identity.

At the came time, we hope that in another ten years from
now, our caugeg will be more vigible to decigion-makerg and
that E-Romnja will grow in society and in communitieg that
are aleo about ug, the Roma wormen.

Happy Birthday, E-Romnjal Te aven baxtale romnjal

Carmen Gheorghe,
E-Romnja Cofounder and Pregident
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Z{ TZERTH ERB EGININING'S;

Primul an a ingemnat multa munca voluntara pentru membrele fondatoare gi membrele active
ale grupului nostru de la acea vreme. Se lucra inteng la strategia agociafiei, se organizau
intalniri de congultare in cafenele, ceainarii, baruri eau bucatarille noastre pentru a discuta
ce directii de acfiune ne dorim ¢4 existe, cum le punem in practica, cum congtruim grupuri de
inifiativa, cum vrem ¢4 arate grupul nostru.

In acel an puneam bazele colaborarilor institufionale cu alte organizafii feminicte pe tema
violentei aupra femeilor, participam la acfiuni de etrada (Joenfru a atrage afenfia asupra
formelor de violenfa impotriva femeilor. Ne reconectam cu diferite migeari civice pe domenii
relevante gi conexe muncii noastre, precum dreptul la locuire cau accesul [a eanatate. Inifiam
diseutii cu femei rome din comunitafi cau colege activigte rome care veneau cu sfaturi,
recomandari i incurajari. Degi era multa incertitudine referitoare la finanfarile digponibile
pentru o organizafie %eminig’ré roma, ne-am incapatanat ¢a ne pozifionam agtfel inca de
inceput, din dorinta noagtra de a dezvolta un tip de feminiem cu care noi, fetele gi femeile
rome ¢4 rezonam.

The first year meant flen’rg of voluntary work for the
founding membere and then-active group mermbers. We
intengely worked on the agsociation’s strateqy and
organized congultation meetinge in cafes, teahouses,
barg, or our kitcheng to digcuge what directiong of action
do we wich to bring into existence, how to put them into
practice, how to build initiative groupe, how we wanted
our group to look like.

That year, we ectablished ingtitutional collaborations with
other feminigt organizationg related to violence againgt
women and participated in etreet actiong to draw attention
to forme of violence againgt women. We reconnected
with varioug civic movemente on relevant and related
domaing to our work, such ag houging rights or health
accese. We initiated digcuggiong with Roma women from
the communities or fellow Roma activigte who came
with advice, recommendations, and encouragement.
Although there wag a ot of uncertainty about the funding
available for a Roma feminigt organization, we stubbornly
positioned ourselves ag such from the beginning out of
our degire to develop a type of feminiem with which we,
the Roma girle and women, would regonate.
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Misiunea de a lupta pentru a face vizibila implicarea femeilor rome in gocietate i in
comunitate gi de a aduce problemele acestora pe agenda publica a inceput in 2013, odata
cu implementarea, la firul ierbii, a proiectului “Femeile rome congolideaza democratia locala”
dedicat femeilor rome din Spantov (Calaragi) ¢i Mizil (Prahova). Proiectul a fost finantat
de Fundatia Mama Cagh - prima organizatie care ne-a sustinut munca cu femeile rome in
comunitafi, din credinfa ca echimbarea cociala incepe cu fetele gi femeile rome.

Cu aceacta ocazie, le mulfumim gi le euntem recunoscatoare pentru fot gprijinul acordat
de-a lungul celor 1O ani de munca activieta feminieta romal

Anul 2013 a dat ctartul implicarii fetelor gi femeilor rome din comunitafi. A fost anul
congtruirii relafiilor de incredere, respect gi trangparent cu grupuri de femei rome care nu
au foet niciodata intrebate:

+ Care gunt problemele din comunitate?
+ Care gunt problemele tale ca femeie roma?
= Care gunt nevoile tale ca femeie roma?

Organizare comunitara, implicare, grup finta, facilitatoare comunitara, femei rome, feminiem
si advocacy au foet primele cuvinte invafate i totodata acfiunile i principile care au definit
inceputurile E-Romnja prin activitafile de dezvoltare comunitara i advocacy desfagurate de
grupurile de inifiativa de femei din comunitatile din Spanfou i Mizil.

Am devenit organizatoare oficiale a evenimentului Gala Femeilor Rome - Drivegte-ma aga
cum sunt! - parteneriat care a pug bazele unei relafii de cooperare gi prietenie cu activigti i
activiste rome i nerome din Romania.

The miggion to fight to make vigible the involvement of the Roma women in gociety and
community and to bring their iseues to the public agenda started in 2013, with the graseroote
implementation of the ‘Roma Women Congolidate Local Democracy’ project, dedicated to the
Roma women from Spantou (Calaragi) and Mizil (Prahova). The project wag founded by the
Mama Cagh Foundation - the first organization to support our work with Roma wormen in
communities, out of the belief that gocial change starts with Roma girle and women.

We would like to uge thie ofpgorfuni’ry to thank them, and we are grateful for all their support
throughout the 1O years of Roma feminict activiet work!

The year 2013 commenced the involvement of Roma girle and women in the communitieg.
(t wag the year of building relationshipe of trust, respect, and trangparency with groups of
Roma women who were never asked:

- What isgueg are in your community?
- What probleme do you encounter ag a Roma woman?
- What needs do you have ag a Roma woman?

Community organization, involvement, target group, community facilitator, Roma women,
feminism, and advocacy were the firet wordg learned, and algo the actions and principles
that defined the beginninge of E-Romnja through the community development and advocacy
activities carried out by women’s initiative groups in the Spantov and Mizil communities.

We became the official organizers of the event ‘Roma Women Gala - See me ag [ am!’ - 3
fzar’merghip that laid the foundations of a cooperation and friendship with Roma and non-
oma women activists from Romania.
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Tatonarile noastre ne-au dug catre comunitafi rome din Spanfou gi Marginenii de Jog cu
care am ctabilit parteneriate pentru cregterea participarii femeilor rome la viafa comunitafii,
dar i proiecte care puneau bazele programului nostru de guroritate gi mentorat pentru fete
rome, pentru cregterea accesului la educatie §i facilitarea tranzitiei de la un ciclu geolar
la altul. Comunitafile cu care am lucrat ne-au nvafat lucruri importante degpre cum ¢a
abordam diccufii feminicte gi cum <4 cream spafii pentru femei chiar in comunitafi diverce
din perspectiva religiilor ¢i a neamurilor de romi.

Odata cu gemnarea de catre Romania a Conventiei de la Ingtanbul, am inceput ¢4
desfaguram in comunitafile in care lueram activitasi de congtientizare, prevenire, interventie
gi revendicare a problemelor cu care se confrunta femeile rome atunci cand gunt victime ale
oricarei forme de violenta.

De atunci, strigam pegte tot "VIOLENTA NU ARE CULOARE!”, reclamam atitudinile
ragicte gi abuzurile din partea autoritafilor gi colicitam interventie corects, nu motivare etnica.

Totodata, 2014 este anul in care ne-am alaturat Refelei pentru Orevenirea gi Combaterea
Violentei [mpotriva Femeilor (Reteaua VIF) gi am luerat impreund cu organizatiile aliate la
achimbarile legilative care au tot auut loc.

QOur probing led ug to the Roma communities in Spanfou and Marginenii de Jog, with which
we ectabliched partnerchipe to increage the participation of Roma women in the life of
the community but alco projecte that laid the foundation of our sisterhood and mentoring
program for Roma girle to increage access to education and to facilitate the trangition from
one school eycle to another. The communities we worked with taught ug important things
about how to approach feminist digcugsions and how to create gpaces for women even in
diverge communities in termg of religion and Roma subgroups.

With Romania’e gigning of the [stanbul Convention, we started to carry out awareness,
prevention, intervention, and advocacy activities for the probleme faced by Roma women
when they are victime of any form of violence.

Since then, we called out at every turn, VIOLENCE HAS NO COLOR!, denouncing
raciet attitudes and abuges by the authoritiee and demanding juet intervention, not ethnic
motivation.

At the came time, 2014 wag the year when we joined the Network for Prevention
and Combating Violence againgt Women (VIF Network) and worked together with allied
organizationg on the legislative changes that have been taking place.
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Metoda de interventie comunitara feminigta prinde din ce in ce mai mult contur datorita
faptului ca munca noagtra se extinde. [n 2015 E-Romnja lucra in gage comunitafi: Mizil,
Giurgiu, Valea Seaca, Marginenii de Jog, Spantov gi cartierul 23 August eau “Mica Indie”
din Bucuregti. Echipa noastra cregtea, la fel i grupurile de inifiativa. Temele abordate
includeau nevoile femeilor din comunitati, precum gi problemele cu care ge confruntau in
incercarea de a accega servicii gi resurse.

Anul 2015 a fost degpre imputernicirea fetelor i femeilor rome, despre revendicarile
acegtora, despre crearea de parteneriate gi identificarea de modele atat in randul femeilor,

cat gi in randul tinerelor gi tinerilor din comunitatile noagtre.

#tFemeileparticipaEgal
#Suntunmodelpentrucomunitate
#RomnjaPower
#RomaFeminigm
#Bhenjaviolentanuareculoare

The feminigt community infervention method ig increagingly taking form ag our work expands.
(n 2015, E-Romnja worked in gix communities: Mizi, Giurgiu, Valea Seaca, Marginenii de
Jog, Spanov, and the 23 August or Mica Indie’ neighborhood in Bucharegt. Our team wag
growing, along with the initiative groups. The approached themeg included the needs of the
women in the communities and the probleme they faced in accessing services and regources.

The year 2015 hag been about empowering Roma girle and women, about their demands,

about creating partnershipg, and identifying role models, both among wormen and young men
and women from our communities.

#Women’sEqualparﬁcipaﬁon

#lAmARoleModelForCommunify
#RomnjaPower

#RomaFeminigm
#PhenjaViolenceHaeNoColor




In 2016 am protestat mult,
am iegit in ctrada impotriva
violenfei agupra femeilor, am
ganctionat diseursul ingtigator
la- ura impotriva  femeilor
rome, am revendicat dreptul la
infragtructura gi locuire decenta.

Actiunile noagtre de strada au
fost ¢i eunt curea de ingpirafie
pentru noua generafie de tinere
gi tineri romi din comunitafile in
care lueram.

{n vara lui 2016, la Valea Seaca,
din proprie inifiativa, trei tinere
rome vin cu propunerea de a
infiina un grup de tineret cu care
¢4 lueram dupa metoda noagtra
de  dezvoltare  comunitara,
SORA, lucru care g-a gi
intamplat.

Acesta este un moment important
in munca noastrd feminista
intergectionald,  deoarece ea
capata acum &i o dimengiune
tranggenerationala.

Nevoile identificate in munca
cu tinerii gtau la baza infiingarii
programului  de  mentorat

SURORITATE/SISTERHOOD.

[n 2016, we protested a lot, took to the streets against violence againgt women, sanctioned
hate gpeech againgt Roma women, and demanded the right to infragtructure and decent
houging.

Our street actiong have been and are a source of ingpiration for the new generation of
Roma youth in the communities where we work.

[n the summer of 2016, in Velea Seacs, on their own initiative, three Roma girle came up
with the propogal to establich a group of Roma youth to work with according to our method
of community development, SO.RA., which is what happened.

Thig moment ig paramount in our intereectional feminiet work becauge it now takes a
tranggenerational dimengion ag well.

The needg identified in working with young people are the bagig for ectabliching the
SISTERHOOD mentoring program.
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Acesta a fost anul in care am expue public conceptele de feminiem
intersectional gi feminiem rom pentru a fi dezbatute, analizate gi preluate, cu
scopul de a fi aplicate atat in luerul cu autoritafile, cat gi in munca la firul
ierbii. De la discufii restrange in care am vorbit degpre cum ne golidarizam
gi ce ingeamna, din punctul vostru de vedere, feminigmul intergectional, am
gjung ¢4 organizam un eveniment cu tradifie - "8 martie intergectional”, bun
prile;j Fen’rru a aborda teme nepopulare gau incomode, precum: reprezentarea
femeilor rome in politicile ‘oublice pentru romi, dreptul la locuire gi fenomenul
de ghettoizare urbana, violenfa impotriva femeilor gi violenfa sexuala, sclavia
romilor, Holocaustul gi deportarea romilor, lupta comunitafii rome LGBT+,
cultura roma gi feministe rome in lume.

Am vorbit gi mai tare gi mai deschie degpre feminiemul rom, pergpectiva

pe care o dezuoltam continuu. De o

agemenea, munca in comunitatile in =k

care lucram a inceput ¢4 creagca gi la
propriu, §i la figurat. Astfel, 2017 ecte
anul in care am format grupul de fete
rome din Valea Seaca, Mizil gi Giurgiu
ca parte din programul de mentorat
"Suroritate”.

Ca o continuare a muncii care a luat
amploare anul trecut i domeniul
prevenirii g combaterii  violenfei
domegtice, in 2017 am lancat cercetarea Toatd lumea gtial: Violenta
impotriva femeilor rome gi nerome intre ,normal” gi normatiy, realizata in
cadrul proiectului “Chenja-violenfa nu are culoare”, cercetare calitativa prin
care ne-am propug ¢4 infelegem mai bine modul in care violenfa impotriva
femeilor rome gi nerome ge configureaza in doua comunitasi (Ferentari din
Bucuregti gi Valea Seacs, jud. Bacau), atat din perspectiva femeilor, cat gi din
cea a autoritafilor, scopul final fiind acela de a crea contextul potrivit pentru
dezbateri congigtente cu privire la cele mai potrivite maguri de imbunatafire a
politicilor in domeniu.

Thie wag the year when we publicly expounded the concepte of intersectional feminiem
and Roma feminigm to be debated, analyzed, and taken over, to be applied both in working
with authorities and graseroote activities. From closed digcusgione about how to stand in
golidarity and what intergectional feminigm meang in our view, we managed to organize an
event with tradition - °8 March Intergectional’- a good opportunity to address unpopular or
uncomfortable mattere, such ag: the repregentation of Roma women in public policies for
Roma, the right to housing and the phenomenon of urban ghettoization, violence againet
women and gexual violence, Roma glavery, the Holocauet and the deportation of Roma, the
gtruggle of the Roma LGBT+ community, Roma culture, and Roma feminigte around the
world.

We gpoke even louder and more openly about Roma feminiem, a perspective we are
continuously develoFing. Algo, the work in the communities where we operated began
to grow both literally and figuratively. Thug, in 2017, we egtablished for the firt time
an initiative group of Roma girle from Valea Seacs, Mizil, and Giugiu ag part ag the
,Sigterhood” mentoring program.

Ag a continuance of the work that gained momentum lagt year in preventing and combating
domegtic violence, in 2017, we launched the Everybody knew! - Violence againgt Roma and
non-Roma wormen between ‘normal and normative” regearch, implemented within the ‘Ohenja-
Violence hag no color’ project - qualitative regearch by which we aimed to gain an enhanced
undergtanding of how vio]Jence againgt Roma and non-Roma women ig configured in two
communities (Ferentari,
Bucharest, and
Valea Seacs, Bacau
county), both from the
| perspective of women
§ and the authorities with
the ultimate goal to
create the appropriate
context for congigtent
debates on the mogt
appropriate - meagureg
to improve policies in
this domain.



Spatile in care ne intalneam cu femeile in primii ani de activitate erau pe strada, in curfile gi
cagele femeilor gau in parcuri. Chiar daca ne simfeam in giguranfa pentru ca eram intre noi
gi aveam incredere unele in altele, intodeauna trebuia ¢4 planificam foarte in detaliu intalnirile
din cauza factorilor externi care ne ingreunau comunicarea - barbafii din comunitate, copii,
maginile, vremea caniculara sau ploile. Ne doream mult ¢a avem un gpafiu sigur in care ¢4
ne putem intalni.

Oupa foarte multe chestionari i problematizari legate de sustenabilitatea unui centru comunitar,
de relafiile i dinamicile de putere pe care le puteam crea gau dezvolta in comunitate, in 2018
ne-am agumat toate rigeurile gi am degchig primul centru comunitar in Valea Seac, care se
afla acum in gegtionarea total a femeilor din comunitate.

Spafiul nostru sigur nu doar ¢4 a capatat o forma fizica, dar a devenit gi locul in care femeile
gatesc impreuna gi unde gagesc intotdeauna produse de igiena, de contraceptie sau de
ingrijire. Ecte locul in care, uneori, tinerele din comunitate ge intalnesc la o cafea pentru a
diccuta degpre problemele cu care ge confrunts, dar gi locul de planificare pentru acfiuni de
protest gi revendicare.
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The gpaces where we had gathered with the women in the first years of activity were on
the streetg, in the women’e yarde and houges, or in ?arkg. Although we felt eafe because we
were among ourselves and trugted each other, we always had to plan our meetings in detail
due to external factore that hindered communication ~ men from the community, children,
carg, hot weather, or rain. We truly wanted a safe gpace where we could meet.

After many inquiries and problem-posing related to the sustainability of a community center,
the relationshipe and power dynamics that we could create or develop in the community, in
2018, we fooF( all the rigke and opened the firet community center in Valea Seaca, which ig
now fully managed by the women in the community.

Our <afe gpace not only acquired a phygical form but aleo became a place where women
cook together and always find hygiene, contraception, or cari}produo’rg. [t ig the place where
gometimes, the young wormen in the community meet for coffee to discusg the igsues they
face, but aleo a place to plan protests and righte-claiming activities.
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Tn 2019, impreuna cu aliafii §i aliatele noagtre:

am confruntat, poate mai vocal ca niciodata, inacfiunile polifiei i
cazurile de violenta agupra femeilor gi fetelor;

+ am gtrigat impotriva violenfei sexuale;

- am atrag atenfia agupra gentinfelor date de judecatori cu privire la
infractiunile gexuale cu victime minore;

- am atrag atenfia asupra faptului ca Fen’rru fetele i femeile rome
gau femeile queer este mult mai dificil $a semnaleze situafii de violenfa gi ¢4
accegeze serviciile degtinate victimelor violentei din cauza rasigmului ingtitutional,
a homofobiei gi a trangfobiei de care e lovesc la orice pag;

- ne-am alaturat margului pentru dreptul la locuire organizat de Frontul
Comun pentru Dreptul la Locuire i am facut acest lueru deoarece locuirea ecte
0 problema deg intalnita in comunitatile in care lucram gi o regagim eub diferite
forme: supraaglomerare, cage farad mes
documente de proprietate, familii
in pericol de evacuare, locuire in
condifii inadecvate gi precare, fara
infragtructura, fara acces la apa
potabila sau energie electrica;

Sk SCAPA DE-UN ViOL

ne-am solidarizat cu S 3 D-lor QUDECN_OE\?\“

Acociatia comunitars a lucratorilor
i lueratoarelor sexuale din Romania
(SextWorkCall) la primul ~ protest
organizat in Romania, pentru a cere
dezincriminarea muncii sexuale §i pentru a atrage atenfia agupra stigmatizari,
violentei gi exploatarii cu care ge confrunta percoanele care practica acest tip de
munca;

ne-am aliat in lupta percoanelor LETBQIA+ pentru protejarea gi
regpectarea demnitafii gi drepturilor omului.

Toate aceste acfiuni revendicative gi de activiem au fost replicate la nivel local
impreuna cu grupurile noagtre de inifiativa. Tot la nivel de comunitafi am marcat,
prin diverge activitafi, Ziva Internationala a Romilor, Ziua [nternationald pentru
Nonviolenta in gcoala gi Ziua internafionala pentru eliminarea diseriminarii ragiale.

{n ceea ce privegte componenta de advocacy, temele noastre majore in
comunitafile in care lucram au fost: violenfa sexuala impotriva fetelor rome,
practicile similare cagatoriilor intre minori gi combaterea abandonului geolar.

Ne reamintim cu multa bueurie de:

inaugurarea primul centru comunitar al femeilor rome din Valea
Seacs;

introducerea cartierului de romi in Flanul de infragtructura al
adminigtratiei locale din Mizil, astfel ca din iulie 2019 strazile au inceput ¢4 fie
agfaltate gi racordate la sisternul public de canalizare. Acest rezultat ¢-a datorat
muncii de advocacy pe care grupul de inifiativa al femeilor rome a dug-o in ultimii
6 ani. Acestea au monitorizat gedingele de congiliu local, au trimie serigori gi
au merg in audienfa, iar unele dintre ele au avut postari critice pe Facebook la
adresa adminigtratiei locale.

+ campania ,/{00 de Femei Rome pentru Centenar”, in cadrul careia
am colectat povegti ale fetelor gi femeilor rome implicate in munca activieta gi
care congtruiegc o igtorie feminigta roma in Romania;

organizarea, in contextul Centenarului Romaniei ¢i eub egida ,8
Martie Intergectional”, a unui eveniment national pentru a marca cei 10O ani de
invizibilitate a femeilor rome in gpafiul public i in diferite arii de acfiune;

+ continuarea programului de mentorat Suroritate/Sicterhood.

{n acelagi timp, nu putem <a nu vorbim i degpre unul dintre cele mai grele
mormente, cand un gofer de autobuz a batut-o cu coada de mop pe Florica
Moldovan, o femei roma din Zalau, refuzand <4 o traneporte intr-o aﬁé localitate.
Si de parca nu ar fi fost de ajung, Florica a fost apoi umilita i jignita de
operatoarea de la (12 cand a qunat 4 ceara ajutor. Acest caz ne-a aratat inca
0 data c4 actele de violenfa in gpafiul public asupra femeilor rome sunt motivate
de ragigm, gexiem gi clagiem.

{n Giurgiu, moartea tragica a unei femei rome, pringa intre doua camioane, a gcog
in strada cateva zeci de locuitori ai cartierului Rudari, care g-au revoltat gi au
reclamat lipea sigurangei rutiere. S-au facut memorii gi petifi deguge de membrii
comunitafii, ¢-au organizat intalniri cu autoritafile din Giurgiu gi Bucuregti pentru
a Se gagi Solufii, inea autoritafile au ignorat problemele oamentilor.

Anul 2019 a fost unul in care feminigmul rom a fost din ce in ce mai vizibil gi
prezent in pozitionarile noagtre, in golidaritafile dintre noi, in aliantele noagtre
gtrategice, in munca noagtra intersectionald de la nivel local, nafional gi
internaional.
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[n 2019, along with our women and men allieg:

* we opposed, perhape more vocally than ever, the inaction of the police in cageg
of violence against Roma women and girls;

- we shouted againgt sexual violence;

+ we drew affention to the sentenceg given by judges regarding sexual offences
againgt minor victimg;

- we drew attention to the fact that for Roma girle and women or queer women,
it is much more difficult to report situations of violence and to access gervices for vietime
of violence due to the ingtitutional raciem, homophobia, and trangphobia they encounter at
every turn;

’ * we joined the Houging Righte March organized by The Common Front for Housing
Righte and have done it because houging is a ), ¢ ! |
common problem in the communities where m~ "oy
we work, and we find it in different forma:
overcrowding, houges without ownerchip
documente, families in danger of eviction,
housing in inadequate and precarious
conditiong, without infragtructure, without |
access to pofable water or elec’rrlcn‘g,

- we made common cauge with
the Sex Workere” Righte  Community
Asgociation in Romania £ZSexlA)orkCal[) at
the firgt protect organized in Romania to demand the decriminalization of sex work and to
draw attention to the ctigma, violence, and exploitation faced by people who practice this type
of work;

- we joined forceg in the fight to protect and respect the dignity and human right
of LGTBQIA+ people.

We replicated all these claime and activiem actiong locally with our initiative groups. At the
community level, through varioug activities, we aleo marked the [nternational Roma Day, the
International School Day of Non-violence, and the International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Digerimination.

[n termg of advocacy, the main ’rofieg in the communities we work have been:
gexual violence against Roma girle, child marriage practices, and combating
echool dropout.

We fondly recalt

- the inauguration of the firet community center for Roma women in
Valea Seacs;

- the introduction of the Roma neighborhood in the infragtructure
plan of the local adminigtration in Mizil, o that, in July 2019, they started
paving and connecting the streete to the public gewage syctem. Th[g outcome
wag due to the advocacy work carried out by the Roma women’s initiative
group over the pagt gix years. They monitored local council meetingg, sent
letters, and went to public hearingg, and some of them pogted condemnatory
meggages on Facebook against the local government.

+ the 100 Roma Women for the Centenary’ campaign, in which we
collected gtorieg of Roma girle and women involved in activist work who are
building a Roma feminigt history in Romania;

* the organization of a national event to mark the (0O years of
invigibility of Roma women in the public space and different areag of action
in the context of Romania’s Centenary and under the augpices of ‘8 March
[ntersectional’;

- the continuation of the mentoring program ‘Sigterhood”.

At the game time, we cannot be gilent about one of the mogt difficult momentg
when a bug driver beat Florica Moldovan, a Roma woman from Zalau, with a
mop gtick, refusing to trangport her to another county. And ag if that wagn’t
enough, Florica wag aleo humiliated and offended by the 12 operator when che
called agking for help. Thig cage showed ug once again that acte of violence
in public epace againet Roma women are motivated by raciem, cexiem, and
claggiem.

[n Giurgiu, the tragic death of a Roma woman caught between two trucke
brought to the gtreets geveral dozen of regidents of the Rudari neighborhood,
who rioted and denounced the lack of traffic cafety. Memog and petitiong
were gubmitted by community memberg, and meetings were organized with
the authoritieg in Giurgiu and Bucharest to find golutiong, but the authoritieg
ighored the people’s probleme.

2019 wag one of the years when Roma feminiem wag increagingly visible
and pregent in our positiong, solidarities, strategic alliances, and intergectional
work at local, national, and infernational levele.
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Tnceputul lui 2020 ¢-a aratat promitator - inianuarie incepugera lucrarile pentru amenajarea
centrului comunitar de la Mizil, in februarie am merg acolo cu o delegatie a Naiunilor Unite
gi puneam tara la cale, negtiind ce avea ¢4 urmeze.

La inceputul lui martie 2020 ne-am solidarizat cu surorile noagtre din toata lumea, gi

imFreuné cu aliatele noagtre din Bucuregti, am organizat flashmob-ul feminigt *Violatorul egti

tul” in fata Minigterului de Interne. Am vorbit inclugiv in limba romani pentru a atrage, inca

0 data, atenfia agupra faptului ca femeile rome din Romania e confrunta atat cu gexiem,

dar i cu ragiem ingtitutional gi sigtemic. Flashmob-ul a fost replicat mai apoi in Valea Seaca,
impreuna cu fetele rome din comunitate.

A venit inga, jumatatea lunii martie 2020, cand toate planurile
gi activitafile ne-au fost date peste cap. Pandemia
de Covid-19 ne-a provocat multa

anxietate gi frustrari din cauza

| ca ne-a limitat foarte mult

‘ interactiunea cu oamenii din
. comunitatile noagtre. Am fost

inevoh‘e ¢4 ne anulam multe

)~ evenimente cau ¢4 le adaptam
pentru mediul online. Zoom-ul

ne-a devenit cel mai bun prieten, dar in
acelagi timp, gi un motiv in plug de etreg.

Pandemia ne-a aratat inca o data ca cei mai vulnerabili dintre noi eunt i

cei care qufera cel mai mult in aceasta perioada dificila. Si tot pandemia a ecos la luming
ura gi ragiemul din unii oameni. Nu putem uita de: polifisti ¢i jandarmi care au comig abuzuri
impotriva romilor, intelectuali gi glumele lor ragicte pe seama romilor, oameni de pe Facebook
comentand cu dispret gi instigand la urj la adresa romilor ("Sa va moara copiii ¢4 i aga
quntefi mulfi gi degeaba”, ”Droloun 95 [agati ¢4 ge ?[imbe cum vor (oricum aceste jigodii au
imunitate la orice), dar ga-i izolati acolo in comuna lor ¢4 nu molipgeagca pe alfii”, “Bravo!
Oe v-ar omori nesimfireal Putorilor, bine va face!”, “Tiganu-i figan pana la moarte”, ”... cra

N N Y . ) . o ” ] .
cra cra”, “Hitler ar fi trebuit la voi”, "Spray-ul este dezinfectant ciorilor”), politicieni care au
laudat interventiile in forfa ale polifigtilor gi-_jandarmilor agupra romilor.

Ragigmul, digeriminarea, inegalitatile sociale gi de gen ne-au mobilizat gi am desfagurat
doua campanii pentru a ajuta oamenii din comunitafi gi pentru a-i reda Floricai, femeia roma
batuta de un gofer de autobuz, gperanta in umanitate. Pentru noi a fost abgolut magic ¢4
vedem atata solidarizare.

2020, cu toate regtricile impuge de pandemia de Covid~9, nu ne-a impiedicat ¢4 iegim in
gtrada. Si am iegit pentru:

+ a atrage atenfia asupra violengei cu care ge confrunta fetele gi femeile rome,
pentru ca nu pufine au fost cazurile cand femeile rome au fost victime ale diferitelor tipuri
de violenta, in timp ce Polifia nu a facut nimic pentru a le proteja;

+ a striga ¢ avem dreptul la educafie libera, cerand pregedintelui Romaniei ¢4
nu promulge legea care ar fi interzig referinfele la identitatea de gen i teoria de gen in geoli
gi univergitafi.
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The beginning of 2020 looked promiging - in January, work had begun on the
development of the community center in Mizil; in February, we went there with a United
Nationg delegation and we were making big plang, not knowing what would come next.

At the beginning of March 2020, we joined forces with our sigtere from around the
world and organized the feminigt flagh mob “The Rapit is You!” in front of the Minigtry
of [nternal Affairs with our women allies from Bucharest. We aleo gpoke in Romani to
draw attention, once again, to the fact that Roma women in Romania face both gexiem
and ingtitutional and eystemic raciem. The flagh mob wag later replicated in Valea Seacs,
together with the Roma girle from the community.

However, in the middle of March 2020, all our plang and activities were turned upside
down. The Covid-19 pandemic hag caused ug a lot of anxiety and frustration ag it greatly
limited our interaction with the people in our communities. We had to cancel many events or
adapt them to the online environment. Zoom hag become our begt friend, but at the came
time, an additional reagon for etreqg.

The pandemic hag shown ug once again that the most vulnerable among ug are aleo the
oneg who guffer the mogt during thig difficult time. And the pandemic hag aleo brought to
light the hatred and raciem in gome people. We cannot forget: the policemen and gendarmes
who committed abuges against the Roma, the intellectuale and their racict jokes about
the Roma, the people on Facebook commenting with contempt and inciting hatred againgt
the Roma (“May your children die becauge there are eo many of you and for nothing,” |
auggegt to let them walk around ag they want (thege ecoundrele are immune to everything,
anyway), but igolate them there in their townghip, g0 they don’t infect otherg,” “Well
done! [ only callousness could kill you! That would teach you, sluggarde!”, “Gypsies are
gypgies until death,” “.. caw, caw, caw”, “Hitler i what you would need,” “The gpray ig
a diginfectant, crows!”); and the politiciang who praised the forceful interventions of the
police and gendarmeg against the Roma.

Raciem, diserimination, and gocial and gender inequalities mobilized ug, and we carried out
two campaigng to help people in the communities and restore hope in humanity to Florica,
the Roma woman beaten by a bug driver. [t wag truly magical for ug to see g0 much
solidarity.

2020, with all the restrictiong impoged by the Covid-19 pandemic, did not prevent ug from
taking o the etreets. And we took to the etreets:

- to draw attention to the violence faced by Roma girle and women because the
cages when Roma women were victimg of varioug types of violence while the Police did
nothing to protect them were not a few.
* 1o shout out that we have the right to free education, asking the Oregident of
Romania not to promulgate the law that would have banned references to gender identity
and gender theory in schoole and univergitieg.

8 CENTRUL COMUNITAR
= "BIROUL FEMEILOR"

st Primiriel Comunel Valea Seacd, Baciu
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Anul 2021 a ctat eub semnul proiectelor, reluarii lucrului in
comunitati i al dialogului cu diferite ingtitufii ¢i autoritafi
publice locale.

Am inceput in forfa, cu o actiune revendicativa la Primaria
Mizil, reclamand ragiemul ingtitufinal i lipsa infrastructuri.

Am reluat "Romnja Power Month”, am manifestat in fata
Guvernului pentru a atrage atentia agupra violenfei de gen
oi agupra crizei socio-economice generate de pandemie. Ne-
am golidarizat cu FCOL (Frontul Comun pentru Dreptul la
Locuire) ¢i am cerut locuinfe gociale in Ghencea, am reclamat
roblema locativa a oamenilor din Sectorul 3 (comunitatea
K/ﬁca [ndie), care erau in pericol de a fi demolafi gi evacuafi.

Ne-am golidarizat cu femeile din Turcia cand pregedintele
Turciei a decig 4 retraga tara din Conventia de (a [stanbul.

Oupa un an de pandemie gi de activitafi online, am reugit
¢4 ne intalnim cu mentoratele gi mentorele din- programul
"Sigterhood” ¢i am petrecut 3 zile minunate, intr-o mult
agteptata tabara.

Am participat la dezbateri in care am ridicat problema lipgei
accegului la gervicii de eanatate reproductiva a femeilor rome,
am vorbit degpre ragiem gi diecriminare gigtemica.

Amvorbit poate mai mult ca niciodata degpre intercectionalitate
i am facut demereuri pentru introducerea discriminari
intergectionale n legiclafia antidigeriminare, atat la nivel
nafional, cat gi european.

Am creat ingtrumente utile in munca activieta de combatere
a discriminarii, epecific pe combaterea digcriminZrii femeilor
rome §i am dezvoltat parteneriate pe care speram ¢a le
menginem pe termen lung.

Dovegtea noastra continua!

The year 2021 wag marked by projects, the recumption of work in communities, and
dialogue with varioug ingtitutione and local public authorities.

We started in force with a claim action at Mizil City Hall, denouncing ingtitutional racigm and
the lack of infragtructure.

We resumed “Rormnja Power Month”, and we demonstrated in front of the Government to
draw attention to gender violence and the socio-economic crigie generated by the pandemic.
We stood in golidarity with FCOL (The Common Front for Houging Rights), demanded social
houging in Ghencea, and eriticized the housing problem of the people in Sector 3 (Mica Indie
community), who were in danger of demolition and eviction.

We stood in solidarity with the women in Turkey when the Oresident of Turkey decided to
withdrauw the country from the [stanbul Convention.

After a year of pandemic and online activities, we managed to meet the mentore from the
“Sigterhood” program and spend three great days in a long-awaited camp.

We participated in debates where we raiged the issue of Roma women’s lack of access to
reproductive health services and talked about raciem and syetemic discrimination.

Perhapg more than ever, we debated intersectionality and ook steps to introduce intercectional
digcrimination into anti-digcrimination legiglation, both at the national and European levels.

We have created helpful toole in the activiet work of combating discrimination, specifically
in combating the digcrimination of Roma women, and we have developed partnerships we
hope to maintain in the long term.

Our story goeg on!
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Echipa / Team:

Carmen Alexe

Madalina Badarau

Anca Congtantin

Carmen Gheorghe
Georgiana - Aldegea Lincan
Georgiana - Anca Nica
Roxana - Magdalena Oprea

Echipa locala / Local Team MIZIL:
Mirela Gheorghe

Ectera Guea

Luiza Nicolae

Francieca Vagile

Laura Voinea

Echipa locala / Local Team GIURGIU:
Natalia Caldararu

Crigtina Dumitrache

Luminita Feraru

Echipalocala / Local Team VALEA SEACA:
Lacramioara Calin

Eliea Dinu

Lizuca Dinu

Lucia Dinu
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Adresam multumiri speciale:

femeilor, barbajllor tinerelor i tinerilor din grupurile noagtre de inifiativa din comunitafile
din MlZl[ Giurgiu gi Valea Seacs;

fotelor si mentorclor din programul Sigterhood, precum gi aftor voluntari gi voluntare
care au contribuit la aciunilor noagtre;

tuturor (g)ergoanelor care au facut donatii individuale (bani, redirectionarea a 2% sau
3,5% din venit, produge, echipamente;

aliatelor gi aliafilor in lupta noastra comuna gi tuturor celor care ne urmarese gi ne
incurajeaza ¢4 ne continuam lupta;

gi nu in uttimul rand, mulfumim finangatorilor nogtri care ne sunt alaturi in mod constant.

Our special thanks go to:

the Roma women and men, girle and boys from the initiative groups in Mizil, Giurgiu,
and Valea Seaca;

the Roma menteee and Roma mentore from the Sicterhood program, ae well ag other
female and male volunteers who contributed to our activitie;

all the persong who have made individual donationg (cagh, redirection of the 2% or
3.5% of income tax, products, equiprent);

our female and male allies in our fight and all thoge who follow and encourage us to
ontinue our miggion;

and lagt but not leagt, we thank our female and male funders who are constantly
upporting ug.




E-Romnja - The Association for Promoting Roma Women’s Rights

Phone: +40 3142519 92

E-mail: office@e-romnjaro

Website: www.e-romnjaro

Facebook: https://wuw.facebook.com/ERomnja

Join our miggion of empowering the Roma girls and women by donating here:

RON ACCOUNT: RO 67 RZBR 0000 0600 (518 6865
EURO ACCOUNT: RO 64 RZBR 0000 0600 757 0694
USD ACCOUNT: RO 46 RZBR 0000 0600 1819 7250
PayPal.Me/ERomnja

E-Romnja - Asociatia pentru Promovarea Drepturilor Femeilor Rome

Telefon: +40 31 42519 92

E-mail: office@e-romnjaro

Website: www.e-romnjaro

Facebook: httpe://www.facebook.com/ERomnja

Alaturi-te gi tu migiunii noastre de imputernicire a fetelor gi femeilor
rome, donand aici:

CONT RON: RO 67 RZBR 0000 0600 518 6865
CONT EURO: RO 64 RZBR 0000 0600 1757 0694
CONT USD: RO 46 RZBR 0000 0600 1819 7250
PayPal.Me/ERomnja






